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Summaries

Alfio Mastropaolo and Luca Scuccimarra
Introduction. In search of the missing link.

Representative democracy is going through a time of deep difficulties. As in
past similar situations there are many attempts at updating it so to get out of a
permanent legitimization and functionality crisis. In the last thirty years the pre-
dominant movement has been towards a stronger role for authority however the
resulting mix of market, technocracy and populism, more or less media based, is
increasingly unpopular. The time seems ripe for a re-evaluation of the demos. Are
we in the wake of another disillusionment or things are really changing?

Stefania Ravazzi
A key for deliberative democracy

European local and national governments are begin ning to practice delibera-
tive forms of decisional processes. Citizens juries, 21st Century town meetings,
deliberative polls, participatory budgets are not any more only american experi-
ences. Despite this new public interest in deliberative democracy, the choice to
organize a deliberative process usually is not based upon an evaluation of the use-
fulness and efficacy of different kinds of practices and models. Looking at some
italian experiences, this article argues that the efficacy of many deliberative instru-
ments depends on the political aim of the process and suggests that being aware of
this relation may improve the design of some elements of deliberative processes.

Luigi Bobbio and Gianfranco Pomatto
Citizens’ involvement in public policy-making

The article presents an overall picture of the most important and innovative
participatory practices around the world. Such experiences are analyzed accord-
ing to three features: 1) how issues are chosen and agenda is set; 2) how partici-
pants are selected; 3) which methods are used to favour the interaction among
them. The article concludes by depicting two contrasting models of citizens’ par-
ticipation: the «pressure» and the «dialogical> model. We argue that the distinc-
tion between the two models broadly corresponds to the distinction between
«participatory» and «deliberative» democracy.
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Giovanni Moro
The representativeness of citizens’ organizations between official
declarations and hidden criteria

The issue of «representativeness» of citizens’ organizations to be involved in
participatory processes by public institutions is one of the most important and
concerning nowadays. To shed light on this issue, a recent research of Active Citi-
zenship Network has gathered and analyzed the criteria defined and those actual-
ly used by public institutions at national, European and international level, as well
as the comments and proposals of 30 citizens’ organizations involved in the pro-
ject. A general typology of these criteria and the proposal of a new framework to
identify the relevance of citizens’ organizations are the main results of the project.

Tommaso Chiamparino
The masks of representation. La démocratie de proximité
and participatory systems in selected french cities

The 2002 act on the «democracy of proximity» in France has renovated the
interest of scholars and local policy-makers around participatory mechanisms. As
a consequence, a large number of municipalities are experimenting neighbour-
hood councils, consultative assemblies and inclusive problem-solving practices.
The article is focused on the implications of these new mechanisms on local
democracy and evaluates their effects on a decision-making process traditionally
based on the centrality of political representation. It argues that far from being an
expression of democratic innovation, such experiments are but an attempt by lo-
cal leaders to recover from a (perceived) decrement of legitimacy through the of-
fer of a «<new» version of their role.

Irene Bono
Outsourcing in the factory of democracy: notes about participation in Morocco

This articles investigates some political meanings of the participatory dynamics
introduced in Morocco by the launch of the National Initiative for Human Devel-
opment in 2005. The participatory mechanisms introduced are coherent with the
mainstream discourse on development and democratization. The strategy pro-
posed to observe their very political implications starts from a distinction between
the participation as a technique invoked by the development discourse, and the
participation as a practice that interacts with wider socio-political conditions of
the political arena. First, participatory mechanisms are observed focusing on their
instrumental and procedural characteristics. Then, they are put in relation with
some patterns of the government style that characterizes their implementation.

Jean-Pierre Gaudin
Political engagement and public space

On the one hand, the crisis of representative democracy is a constant refrain
in the public opinion as well as among social scientists. On the other hand, there
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is a widespread reference to political participation, participatory democracy, de-
liberative practices, and also to new instruments of political involvement such as
e.g. the participatory budget adopted in many cities. The aim of the article is to
focus on the relation between political representation and participation, arguing
that, beyond the theoretical debate, what 1s emerging in the public space today is
a variety of new forms of political engagement, the renovated activism of associa-
tions and groups, and new ways of conceiving political expertise

Francesco Di Bartolo
The rural action by Opera nazionale combattenti during the first
and second postwar period. Research perpectives and initial results

The first aim of the article is to show the results got by Inspector in Sicily of
«Opera Nazionale Combattenti» on rural action. Besides, some investigation the-
ses are also put forward. During post-war period, some land reforms took place
with the aim of giving land to farmers. Moreover, in Italy, in 1919 some new
farming methods and hydraulic reclamations were promoted by the Inspector.
Thanks to «Opera Nazionale Combattenti», Sicily gave many opportunities to
engineers, agriculturists, experts to try new farming methods. Unfortunately, this
was one of the rootcauses of the failure of «Opera Nazionale Combattenti» ac-
tion, confirmed by Fascism, which reduced the Inspector competence. Last peri-
od of post-war, the Institution was built up again without the previous steady
technical basis; in fact any change, any action to promote the necessary reclama-
tions was denied.

Emilio Giaccio
Kefalonia: the anamnesis of a tragedy

This paper analyses some witnesses’s accounts of nazist massacres committed
in Cefalonia (Greece) by the Wehrmacht against the Italian military division «Ac-
qui» in September 1943 (collected during a fieldwork performed between Octo-
ber 2003 and August 2004), with the aim of explaining some aspects about local
memory construction’s ways and expression of the event. Special attention is giv-
en to the senses’s uses in the evoking and their relative narratives.
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